As this is being written, it is the
first quiet day for a long time. The
blue skies outside, and the drone
of busy tractors, tell us that silage
time has arrived in earnest at last.
Of major concern over the height
of summer will be the effect of
heat stress , although it may not
seem like it at the moment, now is
the best time to consider a plan of
attack. Last year we saw
tremendous problems with

fertility in July and August

calving animals , which affected
many of them all through the
winter. This transition phase from
dry to milking, i.e. the 4 weeks
either side of calving , is the
most vulnerable of her whole life
cycle. Itis important that dry
periods are not too long (less than
8 weeks, indeed there is very
good evidence to suggest that a
reduced dry period of 6 weeks

is more healthy for the cow ),
and that feed and its presentation
is top quality. Forthese
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much and she is going to spend a
lot of time looking for it. A robust
buffer feeding system is best
instituted, ideally with a few
cows being blood sampled 4-14
days post calving to check that
they are not descending into
negative energy balance .
Please feel free to discuss this
with one of our farm vets in
conjunction with your nutritionist.

Tel: 015242 71221

Ben had a good time at the Beef
Expo at Skipton where one of the
main themes from a major
purchaser (Dunbai) and retailer
(Waitrose) were economics. Many
of our suckled calf producers sell
calves as stores at 6 months or
200kg- the key points were on
knowing growth rates and making
this period of life as profitable

as possible if it is the main source
of income for a beef enterprise.
Many cattle bought or kept on as
stores languish on the farm for a
long time and as such can be
uneconomical , bringing down the
farm’s bottom line. For those that
finish cattle, knowing the cost of
inputs , including feed conversion
efficiency , which contribute to an
animal and therefore the cost of
putting a kilo of beef on are
imperative. As a general rule

they were saying to grow them
fast and sell at 12-14 months

Most spring calvers are well
underway, with few problems seen
so far this year. There do not
seem to be a great number of
calving problems, just the
occasional caesarean and twisted
calf bed. Outbreaks of pneumonia
and scours have been on a small
scale where they have occurred,
hopefully meaning that most
calves have got a flying start to
their lives.

Richard completed the Brathay

Windermere Marathon within his target time,
in 4h 26mins, and didn't feel too stiff in the
days following it, roll on next year! A great
big Thank You to all those who sponsored
him, raising £605 for the British Lung
Foundation who help many thousands of
people throughout the UK, especially through
their Breathe Easy clubs which operate
locally. Outstanding money will be collected
until the end of June, so if folk could drop it
off before then, that would be great

We are hosting a social evening-cum-pub
quiz on Friday 8th June from 7pm onwards
at the Hawkshead Brewery, at the back of
Staveley Mill Yard. The quiz will

start at 8:30-ish The first drink is on us,
and Savin Hall pies will be available to buy
later on in the evening. Participation in the

quiz is not compulsory, especially if

folk just want to catch up with friends they

have not seen for a while! We have the

pub to ourselves and all are welcome to

what will hopefully be a lively evening.

Those that are busy silaging feel free to

Worm burdens seem to be at a
particularly low level so far this
year, with Nematodirus
creeping in at a low level now,
when the lambs are a bit
stronger. This needs frequent
observation , with faecal
sampling every two to three
weeks which is representative of
the whole group being.
Coccidiosis has been
diagnosed on a few of
occasions. This sometimes
needs a little more detective
work before we can determine if
is actually the cause of the
problem or not. For farms which
are regularly bothered by the
condition we recommend
annual sampling which will be
sent off for species
determination . This is not
something we can do in the
practice and indeed all samples
nationally are sent to
Weybridge. Only two types of
cocci (E. crandallis and E.
ovinoidallis) are known to cause
disease and these vary as a
percentage of the population of
total cocci present.

call in later for a swift half or come and go
as you please. If you have not had
Hawkshead beer before it's lovely!




