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A strange month, August.
We began with the appalling
news of Foot and Mouth in
Surrey. No-one involved in
farming can have heard the
news without a sinking
feeling and memories of
2001. I know one of our first
responses was to stock up
on disinfectant. Then within
a few days the outbreak
became less severe as it
became obvious that the
source was the research
centre. By the end of the
month most movements are
back to normal and at the
time of writing it has just
been announced that
shows, sales and auctions
are back to normal from 3rd
September. Whilst DEFRA
may be congratulating
themselves on the rapid
clean up; there are still
some problems with their
contingency plans that need
changing. Not least of these
is the oddity of a new calved
cow being allowed to cross
a road for milking, but not
her calf.

September usually sees the
start of vaccinating ewes
against abortion. Don’t
forget that four weeks must
be allowed between
vaccinating and tupping. We
are still recommending the
CEVA Chlamydophila
vaccine although we also
have deals on Enzovax for
first time users. Please
contact the surgery for more
details. Hopefully all tups
will now be in prime
condition. Don’t forget that
scanning a tup’s testicles
gives an excellent guide to
his fertility and could save a
lot of problems. We’d
recommend this for any tups
bought at sales. It is worth
treating tups for fluke and
worms, but ewes should
only be treated for fluke. A
pre tupping worming dose
for ewes makes very little
difference, so save your
money!

A select group of our staff
are taking part in the
Coniston Challenge – a
gruelling exercise
involving climbing
Coniston Old Man, cycling
through Grisedale forest
and canoeing down the
lake. The team are raising
money for Guide Dogs
and sponsor forms are on
the desk at the surgeries.

As part of our involvement
with XLVets, we have
some funding to help with
Herd Health Planning.
This has come through
from a DEFRA project,
and we hope to be able to
invite you to a farm
meeting to be able to
demonstrate the value of
health planning; and to
show that a health plan is
more than a bit of paper
produced at inspections.
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We will have our stand
(G214) in the same place
near the cattle rings at this
year’s Westmorland County
Show, so please drop in for
a chat and some
refreshments.

New Product news. Not so
much new as a new
formulation. Cyclo spray is
a similar ingredient as all
blue sprays but it seems to
stick better to the affected
part. Results so far are
encouraging.

You will notice a
questionnaire with this
newsletter. We are
updating our records and
need to know approximate
animal numbers on farms.
This is in part to help with
disease surveys as we are
now part of the NADIS
surveillance scheme.
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Monday to Friday:
8.30am - 7.00pm

Saturday:
8.30am - 12 noon.

Tel: 01539 722692
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Monday and Tuesday:
8.30am - 6.00pm

Wednesday and Friday:
8.30am - 5.00pm

Thursday:
8.30am - 7.00pm

Saturday:
8.30am - 12 noon

Tel: 015242 71221

office@westmorland-vets.co.uk
www.westmorland-vets.co.uk
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